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since its first publication in 1941 a testament of devotion by the renowned quaker teacher
thomas kelly has been universally embraced as a truly enduring spiritual classic plainspoken
and deeply inspirational it gathers together five compelling essays that urge us to center our
lives on god s presence to find quiet and stillness within modern life and to discover the deeply
satisfying and lasting peace of the inner spiritual journey as relevant today as it was a half
century ago a testament of devotion is the ideal companion to that highest of all human arts the
lifelong conversation between god and his creatures i have in mind something deeper than the
simplification of our external programs our absurdly crowded calendars of appointments
through which so many pantingly and frantically gasp these do become simplified in holy
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obedience and the poise and peace we have been missing can really be found but there is a
deeper an internal simplification of the whole of one s personality stilled tranquil in childlike trust
listening ever to eternity s whisper walking with a smile into the dark
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harper s leader s guides are a great way to build community deepen faith and enrich the
spiritual lives of adults a new addition to these popular leader s guides is a testament of
devotion by thomas r kelly features include spiritual and journaling exercises suggestions for
prayer meditation worship and more
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guy aiken provides a critical appreciation of quaker mystic thomas kelly 1893 1941 and his
classic a testament of devotion 1941 this examination of kelly s life and devotional writings is
largely viewed through an augustinian lens augustine s confessions was a touchstone for kelly
after his mystical transformation in 1937 38 aiken argues that kelly s vision of quakerism
transcended religious and historical boundaries while still speaking directly and prophetically to
mid twentieth century liberal quakerism and christianity in the united states the volume treats in
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turn kelly s melding of liberal and evangelical theology his prophetic call to his contemporaries
and his revival of an ancient ethic before concluding with helpful suggestions for further
research

the past thirty years have seen an unprecedented level of interest in early christian biblical
interpretation from major scholarly initiatives to more popular resources aimed at pastors and
general readers the fields of biblical studies and patristics early christian studies each arrived at
the study of early christian biblical interpretation largely from their own standpoints and they
tend to operate in relative isolation from one another this books aims to bring the two fields into
closer conversation in order to suggest new avenues into the study of the deeply biblical
dimension of patristic theology as well as the contribution that patristic exegesis can make to
contemporary views of how best to interpret the bible based on a multi year consultation in the
society of biblical literature the bible and early trinitarian theology features leading scholars
from both fields who bring new insights to the relationship between patristic exegesis and
current strategies of biblical interpretation specifically with reference to the doctrine of the trinity
following an account of how each field came to study patristic exegesis the book offers new
studies of trinitarian theology in old testament johannine and pauline biblical texts and the
patristic interpretation of them combining the insights of modern historical criticism with
classical historical theology it promises to make a valuable contribution to both fields
suggesting several new avenue into the study of early biblical literature and the development of
trinitarian theology

how can i know if i am pleasing god by the way i live how can i overcome sin what does god
require of me if you have ever asked these questions this book will guide you into a fruitful life
as a bondservant of jesus christ in living to please god andrew murray shines the light of god s
word on the pathway to spiritual maturity against the background of paul s letter to the
ephesians you will discover the secrets of enjoying god s presence becoming one with other
believers preparing for spiritual warfare and obeying your heavenly father

an examination of paul s use of the term zeal presented through engagement with three key
texts and the new perspective on paul

michael ¢ schoenfeldt here offers the first major exploration of the connections between george
herbert s devotional poetry and the social practices and political discourse of his day viewing
the temple and the country parson as part of the larger civilizing process of western europe
schoenfeldt shows how herbert discovers in the discourses of courtesy and theology a common
vocabulary of authority selfhood petition and discipline before entering the priesthood herbert
nourished contacts in court was elected university orator at cambridge and served in
parliament in turning to god schoenfeldt argues herbert did not simply turn away from the
secular world but also turned its language particularly the language of courtesy into the medium
for his lyric worship of god the confluence of courtesy and spirituality in herbert s poetry
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provides a fascinating insight into a society searching for an appropriate discourse of reverence
in a time of baffling change the first five chapters investigate the manifold ways in which herbert
s life and works exemplify the interdependence of social and religious behavior in the english
renaissance the sixth and final chapter extends this investigation into the nervous eroticism of
herbert s poems considering the temple as well as herbert s letters speeches latin poems
collections of foreign proverbs translations the country parson and less familiar lyrics
schoenfeldt offers a thorough and detailed reading of herbert s rich and conflicted corpus
prayer and power is not only a bold redefinition of the accomplishment of one of the finest poets
of the english renaissance but also the first sustained study to advance a cultural poetics of the

religious lyric
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